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I am proud to present the 2025 Volunteer Louisiana 
Annual Report.

The Volunteer Louisiana Commission and entire national 
service field faced unprecedented adversity in 2025. 
In January, state service commissions and AmeriCorps 
programs nationwide were required to navigate a complex 
series of executive orders that were applied retroactively 
to existing operating grants. In April, the Department of 
Government Efficiency eliminated approximately 85 percent 
of the AmeriCorps agency workforce and terminated 
80 percent of active AmeriCorps grants. Meanwhile, the 
Office of Management and Budget impounded more than 
half of the FY25 appropriated funds. Although the grant 
terminations were later overturned and members reinstated, 
the interruption had real and lasting impacts, including the 
loss of two programs from our portfolio.

Despite these obstacles, 2025 stands as a landmark year 
for Volunteer Louisiana. AmeriCorps Louisiana members 

responded to adversity with true servant leadership by placing the needs of their neighbors above their 
own. AmeriCorps Louisiana programs responded with perseverance, innovation and flexibility, and we 
welcomed two new AmeriCorps programs into our portfolio. We hosted the first-ever Lt. Governor’s 
Volunteer and Disaster Services Summit, strengthening collaboration among government, nonprofit, and 
philanthropic partners. We launched our inaugural volunteer engagement training, equipping nonprofits 
across the state with valuable tools, and the inaugural Million Meals for MLK campaign which provided 
2.3 million meals for Louisiana families.

I am incredibly proud of the resilience displayed and the dedicated leaders who navigated uncertainty 
while keeping service at the forefront. Resilience is woven throughout this report in the stories of 
programs, members, partners, and communities who refused to let setbacks define what was possible. I 
invite you to read on and learn more about what we achieved together in 2025, and I look forward to 
building on this momentum in 2026.
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Volunteer Louisiana’s mission is to strengthen Louisiana communities 
through volunteerism and national service.
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3%

28%

69%

OVERVIEW MESSAGES
FROM LEADERSHIP

SOURCES OF FUNDING

Federal Funds:
> �AmeriCorps State Operating Grants: $4,157,194

> �Segal Education Award: $1,955,742

> �Commission Support Grant: $295,000

> �Commission Investment Fund: $201,224

> �Volunteer Generation Fund: $244,077

> �Total Federal Funds: $6,853,237

State Funds:
> �State General Funds: $173,860

> �Lt. Governor Interagency Transfer: $173,860

> �Total State Funds: $297,635

Local/Private Funds:
> �AmeriCorps State Program Match: $2,845,417

“2025 presented Volunteer Louisiana with significant 
challenges, but it was also a year that demonstrated the 
strength of our commission, our grantees, and our service 
partners. In the face of uncertainty, we responded with 
flexibility, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to 
service. Moving into next year we are strong, focused, 
and ready to continue serving the people of Louisiana.

I am honored to serve as chair of the Volunteer Louisiana 
Commission and look forward to the impactful work 
ahead in 2026. Thank you for your continued support 
for our mission.”

Commission Chair Matthew LaBorde

Other National Service 
in Louisiana:
> �AmeriCorps National Grants/NCCC: $1,607,506

> �AmeriCorps VISTA: $1,811,472

> �AmeriCorps Seniors: $5,837,576

> �Public Health AmeriCorps: $92,160

> �Segal Education Awards: $1,158,440*

*Does not include Segal Education Awards for 
  AmeriCorps State programs

Local/Private Funds for 
AmeriCorps National, VISTA, 
and Senior Corps:
> �Partner Program Match: $3,875,933

“Service and volunteerism reflect the very best of 
Louisiana: neighbors helping neighbors. From preparing 
volunteers to respond in times of disaster, to strengthening 
AmeriCorps programs that meet community needs, to 
building a stronger volunteer statewide base, Volunteer 
Louisiana touches every corner of our great state.

To all those who served this year, your generosity makes 
Louisiana stronger, kinder, and more resilient. Our state is 
better because of you. Thank you.”

Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser

> �Volunteer Louisiana is the state service commission, 
located in the Office of the Lieutenant Governor. 
The commission was established in 1993 under the 
National and Community Service Trust Act.

> �Volunteer Louisiana’s mission is to strengthen 
Louisiana’s communities through volunteerism and 
national service. Our 2025-2028 State Service Plan 
focuses on four goals. 

State Service Plan Goals:
1.  Strengthen AmeriCorps throughout Louisiana

2. Strengthen Louisiana’s disaster resilience

3. Strengthen Louisiana’s culture of service 
      and volunteerism

4. Strengthen internal operations
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When the national service field faced its greatest existential threats in 2025, Louisiana leaders stepped up 
with bipartisan support. Representatives Cleo Fields and Troy Carter sent a joint letter to the White House, 
while Senator Bill Cassidy and Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser spoke out publicly against the grant 
terminations. Lt. Governor Nungesser also worked with his counterpart in Colorado to author a bipartisan 
letter urging continued support for AmeriCorps funding, and Senator Cassidy worked on a bipartisan basis 
with Senator Chris Coons of Delaware to urge the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to release the 
impounded funds.

This bipartisan advocacy, along with several favorable court rulings – including cases in Louisiana – paid off. 
Terminated grants were ultimately reinstated, approximately half of terminated AmeriCorps employees returned 
to service, and OMB released the impounded funds. Volunteer Louisiana is deeply grateful for the leadership, 
advocacy, and bipartisan commitment of Louisiana’s elected officials and partners during this challenging year.

NATIONAL 
SERVICE 
ADVOCACY

LEADERSHIP
RECOGNITION

> �In April, Executive Director Judd Jeansonne 
received the Stoneman Brown Advocate of 
the Year Award from Voices for National 
Service for “Exemplary determination, 
creativity, and results in building support for 
national service among our nation’s leaders.”

> �In September, Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser 
and Lt. Governor Dianne Primavera of 
Colorado received the America’s Service 
Commissions (ASC) State Leadership 
Award for their bipartisan work in support 
of service and volunteering.

> �Volunteer Louisiana staff were invited to 
present at several national conferences, 
including the ASC Leadership Summit, ASC 
National Service Training, and Points of Light 
Social Impact Conference in New Orleans.
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AmeriCorps plays a vital role in improving lives, strengthening communities, and fostering civic engagement across the 
nation. Volunteer Louisiana supported 14 AmeriCorps Louisiana programs in the 2024-25 program year, meeting critical 
community needs across the state. AmeriCorps National, NCCC, VISTA, and AmeriCorps Seniors are managed by the 
federal AmeriCorps agency.

AMERICORPS NATIONAL

AMERICORPS SENIOR PROGRAMS

NATIONAL SERVICE 
IN LOUISIANA

156

Members

32

Service Locations

22

Projects

AMERICORPS NCCC

81

Members

10

Service Locations

10

Projects

AMERICORPS VISTA

65

Members

31

Service Locations

15

Projects

RSVP Volunteers

1,618

Volunteers

98

Service Locations

6

Projects

Foster Grandparents

463

Volunteers

132

Service Locations

9

Projects

Senior Companions

220

Volunteers

11

Service Locations

5

Projects

Senior Demonstration Program

18

Volunteers

1

Service Location

1

Project

3,136
Members & 
Volunteers

447
Service 

Locations

$3.1M
Education 
Awards

$24M
Total 

Investments

AMERICORPS 
LOUISIANA
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During the 2024-25 program year, Volunteer Louisiana supported 14 AmeriCorps Louisiana programs with 
586 member positions across 161 service locations in 27 parishes. Despite mid-year grant terminations, 
including nine AmeriCorps State Formula programs supporting 330 members, AmeriCorps Louisiana programs 
completed the year strong and continued to serve critical needs in their communities across the state.

1,287 Individuals applied to serve as AmeriCorps Louisiana members

3,132 Volunteers recruited or managed

5,283 Hours served by recruited or managed volunteers

10,614 Children and youth served

170 Individuals receiving independent living services

3,104 Active-duty military members, veterans, and families served

AMERICORPS
LOUISIANA
PROGRAMS

Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana
AmeriCorps members provide programming and activities to 
improve academic engagement and social-emotional skills 
for youth. Members also address childhood obesity through 
education-based, health-related activities and mentoring 
during the school year and summer months.

Boys & Girls Clubs of North Louisiana
AmeriCorps members improve educational and 
behavioral outcomes of students in low-achieving 
elementary and middle schools. Members assist in 
preparation for success in post-secondary education 
institutions for economically disadvantaged students.

City Year Baton Rouge
AmeriCorps members provide support to students in Baton 
Rouge schools. Members help students improve their 
attendance, lead schoolwide events, provide after-school 
programming, and lead individual and small group tutoring 
sessions for students.

City Year New Orleans
�AmeriCorps members partner with teachers in New 
Orleans schools to: add more instructional support; help 
create learning environments where all students can build 
on their strengths and fully engage in their learning; and 
get more students on track for graduation.
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 www.ExploreLouisiana.com

Louisiana Vet Corps
AmeriCorps members serve as peer mentors to veterans 
and military-affiliated students at colleges and universities 
across Louisiana. Members connect veterans to the Louisiana 
Department of Veterans Affairs veterans’ assistance programs, 
training faculty, LDVA staff and community members.

Coach Across America
More than just a Coach, AmeriCorps members serving with 
Coach Across America in New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
schools and sports-based organizations help open doors 
to mentorship, leadership, and to an opportunity for a new 
vision of what’s possible for youth. Inside every young 
person in the program, there is greatness waiting to be seen.

Feeding Louisiana
Feeding Louisiana’s NourishCorps members strengthen 
the capacity of regional food banks to distribute food 
efficiently, support senior and child nutrition programs, 
and connect neighbors with essential food resources. 
Members participate in mobile food distributions, child 
nutrition programs, and program logistics while building 
relationships with neighbors and community partners.

Food Bank of Central Louisiana
AmeriCorps members address food insecurity across 
nearly 30 communities in 11 parishes through the 
Food Bank’s Mobile Pantry Program. The team 
assists with food distribution, Food Bank participant 
intake, relationship management, and other service 
referrals for Louisianans needing support.

For Providers by Providers
AmeriCorps members serve in the Early Childhood 
Teacher Corps to enhance opportunities for youth from 
birth to 5 years of age. They implement activities to boost 
readiness, provide classroom support, and address the 
need for well-prepared early childhood teachers across 
New Orleans.

Rebuilding Together New Orleans
AmeriCorps members engage in home repair projects 
in the New Orleans area. These projects improve the 
quality of life for area homeowners, including building 
projects to allow mobility and independence such as 
wheelchair ramps or exterior weatherization repairs to 
lower utility costs.

SEE West Monroe
AmeriCorps members provide after-school homework 
assistance and enrichment activities to students in grades 1-3 
during the school year. Members also implement a summer 
youth program and host financial literacy programs for adults 
at the West Monroe Community Center.

Serve Louisiana
�AmeriCorps members provide capacity building 
services to increase the efficiency, effectiveness, and 
scope and reach of partner organizations that serve 
local children, families, and communities in the Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans areas.
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Latonya’s high energy, genuine heart, and willingness to 
serve made her a “beacon of hope” and inspiration to 
her colleagues who looked up to her as a motivator and 
advocate. Latonya’s supervisor stated, “she is the 
definition of what AmeriCorps stands for, fulfilling all of 
her assignments with passion and motivating others to 
do the same!”

Hilary volunteered and interned for over 500 hours at 
Recirculating Farms, a New Orleans–based food justice 
nonprofit, before joining the team through the Serve 
Louisiana AmeriCorps program. She expanded outreach 
to veterans and a Vietnamese farmers’ cooperative, 
promoted the Food Forward gleaning program, and led 
the second annual Community Health Day, broadening it 
to include mental health and housing resources.

LATONYA TUCO

ShreveCorps
AmeriCorps members improve area native 
biodiversity by cleaning and remediating unused 
lots in low-income ZIP codes of Caddo Parish. 
Members also assist with the Urban Farm Build 
a Farmer program, build pocket parks, create 
native habitat refuges, and improve public lands.

Teach for America – Louisiana
AmeriCorps members serve for two years as full-time 
teachers who promote academic growth for students, 
engage as volunteer leaders within their schools and 
communities, and engage parents and community members 
as volunteers in low-income and under-resourced schools.

Tulane University
Through the Tulane University Center for Public Service, 
Tulane University AmeriCorps members are students in the 
fields of public health, social work, or architecture and serve 
with New Orleans organizations to reduce homelessness. 
During the summer additional student teams support youth 
camps to reduce learning loss and promote healthy lifestyles.

University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette AmeriCorps
AmeriCorps members serve with several initiatives, 
including: building homes with Habitat for Humanity; 
providing academic support at two elementary schools 
in Lafayette; and egaging in community and university-
based environmental stewardship projects to promote 
environmental sustainability.

SPOTLIGHT 
ON SERVICE

HILARY NGUYEN

MaShunti was an outstanding AmeriCorps member 
who devoted herself to supporting her first grade 
afterschool classroom. She provided individualized 
support, led engaging literacy and enrichment activities, 
and consistently served as a positive role model. Her 
dedication, preparedness, and positive attitude had a 
meaningful impact on students’ academic growth and 
social-emotional development.

Jordan made a significant impact as a coach at Samuel 
J. Green Charter School. He balanced a demanding 
academic schedule with consistent service to students, 
serving as a strong role model and example of college 
success. His dedication helped reignite interest in the 
Coach Across America program at other schools, and he 
further expanded his impact by mentoring the 13-17 NFL 
flag football team and the girls’ basketball team.

MASHUNTI JONES JORDAN ASHMORE
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35 Years of Teach For America in Louisiana
Teach For America (TFA) began serving Louisiana schools in Baton Rouge and New Orleans in 1990 and joined 
the AmeriCorps State program in 1994. Since then, nearly 4,000 TFA AmeriCorps members – many of whom 
moved to Louisiana for this purpose – have served Louisiana students, with more than 1,300 alumni and current 
members continuing to live, lead, and serve across 34 parishes statewide.

Food Bank of Central Louisiana Mobile Pantry Program: 
5 Years of Serving Rural, Central Louisiana Neighbors
�Since 2020, the Mobile Pantry Program’s AmeriCorps members have brought monthly food distributions to rural 
communities across central Louisiana, reducing barriers to access for low-income neighbors. AmeriCorps members 
distribute nutritious food, providing an average of 20 pounds per individual and 58 pounds per family. In 2024 
alone, the program distributed more than 6.8 million pounds of food, serving 46,605 individuals from 19,572 
households across 11 parishes.

AMERICORPS 
MILESTONES

City Year Baton Rouge: 20 Years of Service in the Capital City 
�In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, City Year Baton Rouge emerged to help thousands of students stay 
on track for graduation while cultivating leadership and service among young adults. Over the past 20 years, City 
Year Baton Rouge’s AmeriCorps members have continued their service and commitment to the community so that all 
children and young adults have the skills and resources they need to thrive in Baton Rouge and beyond.

Lisa Moore Marks 25 Years of Service with Serve Louisiana
Lisa Moore, executive director of Serve Louisiana, celebrated 25 years leading its AmeriCorps program. Lisa has led 
hundreds of AmeriCorps members across south Louisiana to serve local organizations that improve lives and build 
stronger communities. Volunteer Louisiana staff joined Serve Louisiana’s AmeriCorps members, former Executive 
Director Betsy Irvine, and Program Director Maggie Conarro to honor Lisa with a Volunteer Service Award. 

AmeriCorps Seniors Foster Grandparent Program: 
60 Years of Intergenerational Service
�In 2025, Volunteer Louisiana celebrated 60 years of the AmeriCorps Seniors Foster Grandparent Program, 
honoring volunteers whose intergenerational service transformed classrooms statewide, including more than 
38,000 hours of support in DeSoto Parish benefiting 700 students and 37 teachers.

University of Louisiana at Lafayette: 
30 Years of a Collegiate-Based AmeriCorps Program
For 30 years, the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s collegiate-based AmeriCorps program has 
engaged more than 1,000 students, contributing over 16 million hours of service across Acadiana 
and Louisiana. Since 1995, members have supported student academic success, expanded access to 
safe housing and homeownership, responded to disasters, and advanced environmental sustainability 
on campus and in local communities.
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2025 TRAINING IMPACT

12,476

Total Training 
Hours

39

Total Days 
of Training

1,069

Volunteers 
Trained

Volunteer Louisiana is charged in the state’s Emergency Operations Plan with the coordination of spontaneous volunteers. 
The commission is the recipient of a competitive Volunteer Generation Fund (VGF) grant from the AmeriCorps agency. 
This grant award is applied to increase volunteer capacity for Louisiana’s disaster preparedness, response, and recovery 
efforts with an emphasis on Community Emergency Response (CERT) trainings.

DISASTER 
SERVICES

BUILDING
VOLUNTEER
INFRASTUCTURE
Building Volunteer Infrastructure for a Stronger Louisiana

�In 2025, Volunteer Louisiana expanded its menu of public-facing disaster training options to better serve communities 
with varying capacities, priorities, and readiness levels across the state. Rather than offering a single training model, 
partners were able to choose from a range of options, including logistical support, targeted workshops built from 
select CERT modules or full eight-module CERT trainings, with or without the formation of a formal CERT team. This 
flexible, partnership-driven approach ensured that organizations in every region of Louisiana could access training 
that fit their mission, resources, and community needs, strengthening preparedness in practical and sustainable ways.

“The staff from Volunteer Louisiana served as a model for how to 
collaborate with community partners in the development of a training 
for the community that has meaningful impact. While on the ground 

at the training, Volunteer Louisiana was pivotal in engaging attendees 
in discussions about emergency preparedness that increased their 

confidence and understanding of a topic that can be so overwhelming.”

–Nicole DeJean, Disability Access Solutions
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As part of Volunteer Louisiana’s expanded, flexible approach to disaster preparedness, the Office of the Lieutenant 
Governor and Volunteer Louisiana convened the first annual Lieutenant Governor’s Volunteer & Disaster Services Summit 
to strengthen coordination across Louisiana’s disaster services ecosystem.

The summit brought together participants from 63 organizations including Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser; Major 
General Thomas C. Friloux, Adjutant General of Louisiana; and the Louisiana Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster 
(VOAD) Board of Directors. Discussions focused on aligning partners with varying capacities, readiness levels, and 
missions around shared goals for preparedness, response, and recovery.

By convening diverse partners and supporting multiple pathways for engagement, the summit reinforced Volunteer 
Louisiana’s commitment to meeting communities where they are and building a coordinated, volunteer-driven system that 
strengthens disaster readiness statewide.

www.LaStateParks.com

LT. GOVERNOR’S 
VOLUNTEER & 
DISASTER SERVICES 
SUMMIT

PARTNER
SPOTLIGHTS

Strengthening VOAD Capacity Through 
State Agency Partnerships
Following back-to-back major hurricanes, Louisiana 
VOAD recognized the need for greater administrative 
stability and regional network support despite having 
no paid staff. In 2021, through a formal partnership 
between Volunteer Louisiana and the Governor’s Office 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, 
gubernatorially appointed leaders from both agencies 
were added as ex-officio members of the LAVOAD 
board. Since that time, this collaborative model has 
strengthened institutional knowledge, modernized 
core systems and improved alignment with emergency 
management resulting in a more resilient and effective 
statewide organization.

Partner Spotlight: Team Rubicon & 
Louisiana State Parks
In 2025, Volunteer Louisiana partnered with Louisiana 
State Parks and veteran-led Team Rubicon to enhance 
disaster readiness by combining volunteer service, 
chainsaw training, and our world-class park system. 
Looking ahead, Volunteer Louisiana and Team Rubicon 
are working to expand Louisiana’s in-state volunteer 
capacity, reducing reliance on out-of-state resources and 
increasing the speed and effectiveness of post-disaster 
debris operations. This partnership exemplifies how state 
agencies and volunteer-driven organizations can align 
strengths to build skilled volunteer pipelines, support 
veterans’ continued service, and strengthen community 
resilience statewide.
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PROGRAM GROWTH (2021-2025)

+180% growth in four yearsVolunteerism is essential to building strong, resilient communities across Louisiana. Volunteer Louisiana works to 
strengthen the state’s culture of service by promoting volunteerism and connecting citizens of all skills, interests, and 
abilities with nonprofit and governmental organizations in need of support. Through these connections, we help address 
critical community needs while empowering individuals to make a meaningful difference. Our two signature award 
programs recognize outstanding volunteers whose dedication and impact exemplify the power of service and inspire 
others to give back.

VOLUNTEERISM

The Louisiana Volunteer Service Award is a free, statewide recognition tool that helps organizations celebrate 
volunteers and reinforce service as a shared Louisiana value. Available to anyone volunteering in the state, the award 
includes a certificate signed by Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser and is often paired with a lapel pin for community 
recognition events. 

By making volunteer recognition accessible and meaningful, Volunteer Louisiana is strengthening volunteer retention, 
visibility, and engagement across all 64 parishes. 

VOLUNTEER
SERVICE AWARDS
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Volunteer Engagement Training: A New Statewide Service
In 2025, Volunteer Louisiana launched a new Volunteer Engagement Training curriculum to help 
organizations improve how they recruit, support, and retain volunteers. This free professional development 
service equips early-career professionals with the foundational skills needed to build effective and 
sustainable volunteer programs across Louisiana.

This training addresses a critical workforce gap in the nonprofit and public service sectors. In 2026, 
Volunteer Louisiana will expand the program through regional in-person trainings and online sessions, 
increasing access statewide.

What the Training Covers
The Volunteer Engagement Training curriculum includes modular sessions focused on core volunteer 
management practices:

> �Strategic Volunteer Roles

> �Volunteer Recruitment & Retention

> �Volunteer Screening & Placement

> �Volunteer Recognition

Value to Louisiana
This new training strengthens Louisiana’s volunteer ecosystem by:

> �Building organizational capacity statewide

> �Supporting early-career nonprofit and public service professionals

> �Improving volunteer retention and effectiveness

> �Advancing a strong culture of service across communities

VOLUNTEER
ENGAGEMENT
TRAINING

The Champions of Service Awards recognize exceptional individuals and volunteer groups whose leadership, 
compassion, and commitment are strengthening communities across Louisiana. Selected through a competitive statewide 
process, these honorees represent the very best of Louisiana’s culture of service as neighbors who step forward to meet 
local needs, inspire others, and create lasting impact through volunteerism.

CHAMPIONS 
OF SERVICE
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Roy Griggs
Northwest Region Champion

Shreveport, LA | Ronald McDonald House Charities of Northwest Louisiana

A philanthropic leader, Roy spearheaded fundraising efforts to bring northwest 
Louisiana’s first Ronald McDonald House to life, securing more than $9.2 
million in just over two years. This initiative provided critical support and 
comfort to families with children receiving medical care in Shreveport hospitals.

Danny Acree
�Northeast Region Champion

West Monroe, LA | Two Penny Missions

Danny co-founded Two Penny Missions alongside his son to provide safe, 
short-term housing, food, and employment support to individuals experiencing 
homelessness. The organization offers compassion, dignity, and stability to 
women, children, and families in crisis across Ouachita Parish.

Challie Mercer
Central Region Champion

Ball, LA | The Broom Tree

Challie founded The Broom Tree to support children with special needs and 
their families through grants, camps, and resources. Her newest initiative, Jake’s 
Place, is the first all-inclusive indoor play facility in Central Louisiana, creating 
access, inclusion, and opportunity for families and individuals with disabilities.

Jennifer Richardson
Greater Capital Area Champion

Baton Rouge, LA | Keep Tiger Town Beautiful

Jennifer led Keep Tiger Town Beautiful, a volunteer-driven movement that 
removes tens of thousands of bags of litter from Baton Rouge each year. 
Through cleanups, advocacy, and community empowerment, she helped to 
build cleaner, safer, and more connected neighborhoods.

Arita Bohannan
�Greater New Orleans Area Champion

Kenner, LA | Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground

Arita led the creation of Anthony’s Missing Pieces Playground, an inclusive 
play space designed for children of all abilities. Through determination and 
community fundraising, she created a welcoming environment where children 
with disabilities can play, connect, and belong.

Ado Soul
Southwest Region Champion

Jeanerette, LA | ASM Cares

Through his nonprofit ASM Cares, Ado Soul provided meals, groceries, and 
youth mentorship to families across southwest Louisiana. He also connected 
young people to career pathways and taught African American history through 
music, blending service, education, and creativity.

Ayushi Purohit
Southeast / Northshore Region Champion

Covington, LA | Sewn With Love

Ayushi combined creativity and compassion through Sewn With Love, raising 
funds for children impacted by abuse by selling handmade items. Her volunteer 
service supported healthcare access, children’s advocacy, and families in need 
across the Northshore.

Breea Carter
Statewide AmeriCorps Champion

Baton Rouge, LA | Mary’s Hands Network / Serve Louisiana

As an AmeriCorps member, Breea provided volunteer doula services and 
advocated for equitable maternal healthcare across Louisiana. Her service 
focused on education, outreach, and support for women in communities facing 
higher risks during pregnancy and childbirth.

Mighty Moms
Outstanding Volunteer Group Champion

Denham Springs, LA | Mighty Moms

Mighty Moms is a volunteer-led group addressing food insecurity in local 
schools by providing weekend meals and nutrition education. Through 
programs serving 40 schools, they worked to ensure that children have access 
to food and the tools to build healthy habits.

 2524 



COMMISSIONERS

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Volunteer Louisiana’s mission is to strengthen Louisiana communities through volunteerism and national service. 
We uphold this mission through supporting AmeriCorps, providing disaster services, and promoting volunteerism 
across Louisiana.

VOLUNTEER
LOUISIANA 
COMMISSION

Matthew LaBorde, Chair
> �Alexandria

Travis Tharp, Vice-Chair
> �Denham Springs

Dr. Suzanne Harris, Secretary
> �Gonzales

Karen Burks, Treasurer
> �St. Francisville

Dr. Heather Carpenter
> �Shreveport

Brian Davis
> �Denham Springs

Kellie Duhon
> �Crowley

Matthew Fairbrother
> �Baton Rouge

Scott Green
> �Shreveport

Dr. Leigh Hersey
> �Monroe

Dr. Agnieszka Nance
> �New Orleans

Micah Nicholas
> �New Iberia

Africa Price
> �Shreveport

Patricia Prudhomme
> �Lake Charles

DeRon L. Talley
> �Monroe

Dr. Tinicia Turner
> �Baton Rouge

Billy Nungesser, Lieutenant Governor

James Lee, Governor Jeff Landry Designee

Daniel Jones, Senior Portfolio Manager
> �AmeriCorps

 2726 



> �Commissioners and staff participated 
in service at the Food Bank of Central 
Louisiana in Alexandria during the 
December commission meeting.

> �Volunteer Louisiana staff and commissioners 
served alongside AmeriCorps members and 
volunteers during the inaugural Million Meals 
for MLK campaign in January. More than 
two million total meals were donated across 
the state in support of hunger relief efforts.

COMMISSION 
SERVICE

> �Volunteer Louisiana commissioners visited 
with dedicated volunteers throughout the 
state to present Volunteer Service Awards 
on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor.
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Breanna Jenkins
Fiscal Officer

Samantha Hartmann
Director of Communications

Jacob Brumfield
Director of National Service

Stephanie Taylor-Stell
AmeriCorps Program Officer

Lori Pilley
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